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TEXAS BOWL: UT gets 
defensive, wallops Missouri 
33-16 at NRG Stadium. 
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THE MAN: Jose Altuve 
tapped as AP's Male 4 
Athlete of the Year. 
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Ex-judge 
accused 
of sexual 
assault 


Religious right 
leader denies 
allegations 

of abusing teen 


By Meagan Flynn 


A former Texas justice 
and prominent conserva- 
tive religious leader has 
been accused in a state 
court lawsuit of sexually 
abusing a Houston man for 
decades, starting when he 
was a teenager. 

The lawsuit, filed in Har- 
ris County court, claims 
Paul Pressler III sexually 
assaulted Gareld Duane 
Rollins Jr. beginning in 
1979, when Rollins was 14 
and Pressler was a justice 
on Texas’ 14th Court of Ap- 
peals, and continuing until 
2004. 

Pressler, 
now 87, who 
served on 
the appeals 
court from 
1978-1992, 
is a former 
state rep- 
resentative 
and former state district 
judge who was elected first 
vice president of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention in 
2002. The suit describes 
Pressler as a leader in the 
“conservative resurgence” 
movement among South- 
ern Baptists. 

Rollins worked in 2003 
and 2004 as a personal as- 
sistant to Pressler and at- 
tended the same church 
as Pressler beginning as 
a teenager, according to 
court documents. Those 
documents include two let- 
ters ostensibly written by 
Pressler in 2000 and 2002 
trying to gain Rollins’ re- 
lease from prison. 

The suit, a revised ver- 
sion of which was filed 
Dec. 14, seeks more than 
$1 million in damages. 

Also named as defen- 
dants are Jared Wood- 
fill, Pressler’s former law 
partner and former head 
of the Republican Party in 
Harris County; the First 
Baptist Church of Hous- 
ton; the Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary in Fort Worth and its 

Assaults continues on A14 


Pressler 


AFRAID TO SEEK CARE 


Under the threat of deportation, immigrants 


DEEPER UNDERGROUND 


are avoiding hospitals and clinics 


cate ss p” á 


Godofredo A. Vasquez photos / Houston Chronicle 
Lorena, a 26-year-old living in the country without legal permission, sets up the merchandise for 


her neighborhood store located in the hallway of an apartment complex in north Houston. 


Fourth in a series 


By Ileana Najarro 
and Jenny Deam 


Lorena let the nurse’s 
call go to voicemail on 
her cellphone as she 
sold Mexican candies 
and trinkets out of an 
apartment in northwest 
Houston. She deleted 
the message, again ig- 
noring the words “ur- 
gent” and “please come 
in.” 

There would be more 
calls in the days to come. 
Allerased. 


The possibility of cancer has 
gnawed at Lorena since she was 
diagnosed with abnormal cells in 
the cervix a little over two years 
ago. She has missed seven appoint- 
ments from September through 
November, deferring medical treat- 
ment that could prevent the condi- 
tion from developing into cervical 


cancer. 


An undocumented mother of 


Lorena, 26, the mother of two, weighs her 


health care needs for cancer fears against the 


increased odds of deportation. 


two, Lorena fears what she consid- 
ers a more immediate threat. She 
says she doesn’t want to go to the 


hospital. She is 


does, someone will call immigra- 
tion and she will be taken away 
from her daughters. 

Lorena, 26, who asked that her 
surname not be used, is like nu- 
merous other immigrants living in 
Houston illegally, weighing health 
care needs against the increased 


afraid that if she 
tify. 


istrators. 


Masisaid. 


hard to prove a negative and says 
this is an issue that’s tricky to quan- 


There is anecdotal evidence on 
the streets and at clinics and non- 
profit advocacy agencies across 
Greater Houston that the Trump 
administration’s 
crackdown has led immigrants 
Immigrants continues on A13 


» Read previous stories in the Deeper Underground series: 
HoustonChronicle.com/underground/ 


odds of deportation, ac- 
cording to interviews 
with dozens of patients, 
medical professionals 
and health care admin- 


The Harris Health 
System, one of the larg- 
est public health care 
systems in the nation, 
has yet torecorda signif- 
icant decline in patient 
numbers across its net- 
work of clinics and its 


immigration 


Texas’ 
clout 
keeps 
rising 
Population surge 
means a bigger 


say in choosing 
the president 


By Jeremy Wallace 


AUSTIN — Texas could 
become an even larger 
player in future presiden- 
tial contests based on new 
projections that show the 
Lone Star State’s popula- 
tion growing big enough to 
receive as many as 41 elec- 
toral college votes — three 
more than it has now. 

Texas has added nearly 
3.2 million people since the 
last federal census, in 2010, 
according to population 
estimates. If the trend con- 
tinues, the state stands to 
gain as many as three more 
seats in Congress while 
states with dwindling pop- 
ulations — such as Illinois 
— would lose seats. 

More congressional 
seats means more electoral 
votes in presidential elec- 
tions. 

With as many as 41 elec- 
toral votes, Texas would 
wield more clout than ever 
before in presidential elec- 
tions. If the extra votes 
had been in place the last 
decade, for example, Tex- 
as would have increased 
President Donald Trump’s 
2016 margin of victory in 
the Electoral College and 
trimmed President Barack 
Obama’s 2012 margin over 
Mitt Romney. 

The projections for the 


two major public hospi- additional congressional 
tals, Ben Taub and Lyn- seats come from Election 
don B. Johnson, presi- Data Services, a political 
dent and CEO George Texas continues on A14 
But he acknowledges that it’s a By the numbers 


3.2 million 


Number of new Texas 
residents since the 2010 
census. 


3 more seats 


Texas stands to pick up 
3 seats in Congress. 


41 votes 


Texas’ influence in the 
Electoral College likely will 
increase as well. 


City’s once-troubled animal shelter experiences ‘no-kill’ joy 


With euthanizations declining, BARC 
achieves label activists long sought 


By Mike Morris 


As recently as three 
years ago, Houston’s ani- 
mal shelter put down half of 
the dogs and cats that came 
through its doors in a busy 
month. 

Now, five times in the last 
year alone, the city’s Bureau 
of Animal Regulation and 
Care finished a month hav- 
ing euthanized fewer than 
10 percent of the animals it 
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took in, achieving, at least 
momentarily, the coveted 
“no-kill” label that animal 
rights activists have sought 
for years. 

BARC is a rare bureau- 
cratic success story, hav- 
ing evolved over the last 
decade from an embarrass- 
ment for city leaders and 
the cause of outright rage 
among animal activists to 
a broadly respected facil- 
ity that has managed to get 


ever-increasing numbers 
of animals into the hands of 
rescue groups or new own- 
ers. 

The shelter’s progress 
even led City Council to 
increase its budget by 
$2.6 million a few years ago 
to help answer more of the 
55,000 calls citizens place to 
BARC each year. 

Now, shelter leaders 
and their nonprofit part- 
ners confront a once-un- 
thinkable milestone: Could 
Houston’s pound achieve 
“no kill” status? 

BARC continues on A13 
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Obama talks 
with Harry 


In a BBC interview 

with Prince Harry, 
former President 
Obama says leaders 
shouldn't use social 
media to stoke 
division. PAGE A12 | 


| BUSINESS 


Rich just keep 
getting richer 


The richest people on 
Earth became $1 trillion 
richer in 2017, more 
than four times last 
year’s gain, as stock 
markets reach record 
highs. PAGE B1 
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Animal care 
technician 
Christina 
Stowe carries 
a puppy to 

be neutered 
at the BARC 
animal 
shelter. The 
shelter’s 
progress 

has led to an 
increase in its 
budget. 
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